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TOURS 
 

Saturdays: 10:00 
     Standard 1-hour 
 
Sundays: 1:30 
     Standard 1-hour 
  
Thursdays: 10:00/12:30 
     In-Depth, up to 2-hrs. 
 

TOURS ARE  BEST 
MADE BY ADVANCE  

RESERVATION  
 
For pricing or to book 
your Standard or 
In-Depth tour online, 
go to: 
 

www.wright1900.org  
 
Off-Schedule Tours can 
be arranged on most 
days/Ɵmes, other than 
regularly scheduled 
tour Ɵmes. Tours can be 
scheduled between 9 
a.m.- 4 p.m. Call  815-
936-9630 or email: 
info@wright1900.org  

 

From the ExecuƟve Director -  
 

The Bradley House loaned a place seƫng of Frank Lloyd Wright 
Imperial Hotel china for a display at the Dana Thomas House 
FoundaƟon Annual Dinner/Fundraiser in Springfield, Illinois on 
Friday, April 11th. Tim ToƩen, an expert on the life and career 
of Frank Lloyd Wright, presented a ‘lecture’ on FLW’s Imperial 
Hotel, Tokyo, Japan. The guests were able to see it first-hand 
and marvel at this elegant dinnerware which he designed for 
formal service in the hotel’s main dining room.   

BɼɊ Bɼɴʙmʋʜɚ 

 
 

Celebrating  
125 Years! 
1900-2025 

A set of FLW’s Imperial china was donated to 
the Bradley House by John and Kathleen 
Westberg in 2022. The china is on permanent 
display in the Bradley House dining room.  

 

Tom Knicklebine  
Hands-on Restorer of the B. Harley Bradley House 

The year 2025 marks the 125th Anniver-
sary of Frank Lloyd Wright’s  B. Harley 
Bradley House, designed in 1900 and 
completed in 1901. This celebraƟon 
would not have happened, had the 
house not been restored in 2005-2010. 
Gaines & Sharon Hall are recognized for 
their compleƟon of the monumental task 
of bringing the House back to the origi-
nal floor plan Wright designed for the 
Bradley family. The Halls, however, share 
an important, addiƟonal story.  It is 
about a man named Tom Knicklebine, a 
naƟve of Kankakee and son of Edward 
and Barbara Knicklebine.  The following 
arƟcle was contributed by Gaines Hall. 

Tom was the hands-on restorer of the B. Harley Bradley house and should be rec-
ognized as the reason the restoraƟon occurred and was done so in an excellent 
fashion. Tom earned his architectural degree from the University of Idaho. AŌer 
graduaƟon, he returned to Kankakee and worked for a Ɵme with the local archi-
tectural firm of Turner and WiƩ alongside the current ExecuƟve Director of 
Wright In Kankakee, Bob Bohlmann. Shortly aŌer being (conƟnued on page 2) 

Tom Knicklebine inside the Carriage 
House, shortly aŌer restoraƟon. 



hired at the architectural office, the economy stagnated so Tom leŌ the firm and began working as a carpenter with his 
father and uncle who were well-respected builders in the area. Tom never returned to the drawing board full Ɵme.  

The B. Harley Bradley House, a masterpiece of Prairie School architecture, designed by the renowned architect Frank Lloyd 
Wright, stands as a testament to the innovaƟve spirit of early 20th-century American design. However, by the early 2000s, 
the house had fallen into disrepair, its grandeur fading with Ɵme. It was during this period that Tom Knicklebine emerged 
as a pivotal figure in the restoraƟon efforts that spanned from 2005 to 2010. 

Tom Knicklebine's involvement in the restoraƟon of the B. The Harley Bradley House was disƟnguished by his steadfast 
commitment to maintaining the architectural integrity and historical importance of this landmark.  As a craŌsman in wood-
work with a design sensiƟvity, Knicklebine brought to the project a wealth of experience and meƟculous aƩenƟon to detail, 
ensuring that every aspect of the restoraƟon honored Frank Lloyd Wright's original vision. 

One of the key contribuƟons Tom made was his leadership in coordinaƟng the restoraƟon team. He oversaw the collabora-
Ɵon among all who parƟcipated in the common goal: to return the B. Harley Bradley House to its former glory. His ability to 
unify these diverse talents was instrumental in navigaƟng the complexiƟes of restoraƟon work, where historical accuracy 
and modern techniques oŌen intersect. 

Knicklebine was also deeply involved in studying the original drawings that provided invaluable insights into the home's 
original design and construcƟon. This extensive research was crucial in guiding restoraƟon decisions, ensuring that the 
work remained faithful to Wright's architectural principles while addressing the house's contemporary needs. 

AddiƟonally, Tom Knicklebine's experƟse in woodworking played a significant role in the restoraƟon project's success. He 
worked diligently to reproduce missing elements of the house and employed tradiƟonal craŌsmanship techniques to repair 
and replace damaged elements. Whether it was restoring the almost unsavable stable or refurbishing the intricate wood-
work, Knicklebine's commitment to authenƟcity was evident in every detail. His wife Joan was always there supporƟng him 
throughout the enƟre project. Without his careful aƩenƟon to details and an understanding of architectural design, the 
finished product never would have been realized. 

Beyond the physical restoraƟon, Knicklebine recognized the historic value of the property and understood house and stable 
not only as a preserved historical site but also as a living museum that could inspire and educate future generaƟons about 
the importance of architectural preservaƟon.  

In conclusion, Tom Knicklebine's role in the 2005-2010 restoraƟon of the B. Harley Bradley House was marked by his lead-
ership, research, material experƟse, and educaƟonal advocacy. His contribuƟons were instrumental in reviving this archi-
tectural gem, “the house that changed the face of American architecture,” ensuring that it conƟnues to stand as a testa-
ment to Frank Lloyd Wright's genius and as a source of inspiraƟon for preservaƟonists and architecture enthusiasts alike.   

Gaines Hall 

 

Thomas Edward “Tom” Knicklebine 

Master Woodworker, Custom Home 

Builder, and Restorer. 

July 5, 1948 - November 14, 2024 



Wright In Kankakee 
Board of Directors 2025-2026 

 

President: Susan LaMore 
Vice-president: Bill Jurevich 

Secretary: Lynn Ahlden 
Treasurer: Keith Schweitzer 

 

           Jorge Bonilla   Dr. Stephen Case   Veronica Featherston    
           Taylor Leddin-McMaster   Rick Manuel   Mark Steffen   
                                           Norm Strasma     
 

     ExecuƟve Director: Bob Bohlmann 

 

Saturday, June 21, 2 - 4 pm.  
Join us at the Bradley House for a tea 
party in the living room with your favor-
ite doll. Bring your favorite adult too!  
Tickets are $10.00. Doors open at 1:45 
pm. Purchase online: 
hƩps://wright1900.org/events/ 

4th  Annual 
Sip, Shop & Stroll  

Tuesday, June 17*, 2025, 5-8 p.m. 
Come out for a relaxing evening at the beauƟful 
Bradley House, located on the bank of the 
Kankakee River.  Enjoy the gardens, well-
appointed giŌshop, and an indoor art exhibit by 
BBCHS art students. Music on the lawn will be 
furnished by Katzpa Jamas & Jerry Downs. 
AcƟng Out Theater Co. will also perform music 
from their upcoming show, Godspell. Check out 
the tasty food and drink offered by Flight 102 & 
Candy & Cake. There’s lots to do and plenty of 
folks to see, so invite a friend, bring your lawn 
chair and be part of the celebraƟon of the anni-
versary of this local historical gem. 
  
Tickets are $10 and include a complimentary 
beverage. 
Purchase online: hƩps://wright1900.org/events/  
 
*Rain date Tuesday, June 24 

Did you miss the Tea Party?  
 

Mark your calendar for Saturday, 
October 25, 2025.  Tickets will be 
available soon! 



$10,000 
Gretchen S. Rauschenberg Trust 
 
$7,500-$7,999 
Karin Janik 
 
$5,000-$5,999 
Nancy Johnson Sweet 
 
$4,000-$4,999 
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Eads 
Mr. & Mrs. Keith Schweitzer 
 
$3,000-$3,999 
Jack & Glory Klasey 
 
$1000-$1,999 
Community FoundaƟon of Kankakee 
    River Valley 
Carol McGee 
Diane Siaroff & Bert Jacobson 
Nicor Gas 
Wendy Skarstad 
Norman Strasma 
 

$800-$899 
JoAnn Powers Memorial 
 
$600-$699 
Wendy & Roger Goeckner 
 
$500-$599 
Hal Berg & Lynn McDonald 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard LaMore 
Richard & Cynthia McBarnes 

Maureen Mulhall 
Alex Panozzo 
Stephen Stewart 
Jan & Jane Strasma 
 
$300-$399 
Debi & Rick Barrone 
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Heiden 
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Hess 
Barry & Marge Krizan 
Sue Renville 
Security Lumber Co. 
Gary Seiner 
 
$200-$299 
Chris Bohlen & Rosemary Pistorius 
Brian Burkhalter 
Cara Gordon PoƩer 
Don & Melissa Palmer 
Abraham Schwab 
 
$100-$199 
Lynn Ahlden 
Mr. and Mrs. Phil Angelo 
Jan Aramini & Michael PeƩerson 
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Baron 
Julie Bauer & Paul Greenberg 
Douglas Becknell 
Zachary Becvar 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Bohlmann 
Dr. KrisƟne & Richard Condon 
William Cheffer & Nancy Peterson 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Germano 
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Hinton 
David Jaffe, AƩorney 
Linda KleƩe 
Brian P. Olofsson 
MaƩ Padberg 
Jeff & Mary Pearson 
Peoples Bank of Kankakee County 
Ken & Judith Ponton 

Dan Rousseau 
Sharon Schiller 
George & BeƩy Scholz 
Jeff Schroeder 
Dr. & Mrs. Jim Schwade 
Tobey’s ConstrucƟon and Cartage 
Kathryn & Terry Treece 
Cheryl Trudeau & Bill Buck 
Larry & Anita Wilson 
 
$1-$99 
Connie Ashline 
Susan Appel 
Wayne & Marge Babiak 
Mr. & Mrs. Dick Bergeron 
Francis & Patricia BlancheƩe 
Katherine Cloonen 
Edmund and Susan Dannecker 
Helen DuFour 
Ed Emerson 
Philip & Laura Hays 
Susan Henke & John Brandt 
Jed & Sarah Hertz 
Image Group 
Kathy Jackson 
Mr. & Mrs. David Johnson 
Randy Kalal 
Mary Lesster 
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Mahoney 
Mr. and Mrs. Pat MarƟn 
Burma Mathews and Rick Braun 
Mr. and Mrs. John McCracken 
Taylor Leddin-McMaster 
Mr. & Mrs. Freeman Mietzner 
Marie Monk 
Timothy Norris 
Lynn Parkinson 
Cheryl Redmon 
Gayle Robins 
Mr. & Mrs. James Roy 
Lisa & Steven Schaefer 
Chris Shride 
Mr. & Mrs. Herb Thompson 
Wirth Professional Services 

Thank you Donors! 
January 1, 2024 - April 30, 2025 

Please consider including Wright in Kankakee in your estate planning.   
For more informaƟon call the Bradley House office 815-936-9630. 


